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Overview
This guide provides information on the upcoming elections that pertain to residents of
Cary. The races covered in this guide are those for U.S. House of Representatives, North
Carolina Senate, North Carolina House of Representatives, Wake County Commissioners and Wake County Board of Education. Please note that the candidates are listed
in alphabetical order, and that the information for each candidate was provided by the
candidate themselves.
Important Notes
• Early voting begins on Wednesday, October 17, and ends on Saturday, November 3;
more information on early voting can be found here - http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/early/Pages/default.aspx
• Election Day is November 6 and polls are open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
• For additional information that is not in this guide, such as your polling location, please
go to the Wake County Board of Elections website - http://www.wakegov.com/elections/Pages/default.aspx
Early Voting Sites in Cary
Herbert C. Young Community Center
101 Wilkinson Ave
Cary, NC 27513
More details here - http://msweb03.co.wake.nc.us/bordelec/downloads/14earlyvoting/2018/EVSiteFlyers/HerbertCYoungCommunityCenterEarlyVotingSchedule.pdf
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State & National Candidates
United States House of
Representatives*
District 2

District 4

Linda Coleman

Barbara Howe

George Holding

Steve Loor

Jeff Matemu

David Price

*Candidates for U.S. House of Representatives have been asked to participate in a video forum that will be available on carychamber.com.

North Carolina Senate
District 15

District 16

District 17

Jay Chaudhuri

Brian Irving

Tamara Barringer

Brian Lewis

Wiley Nickel

Bruce Basson

Alan David Michael

Paul Smith

Sam Searcy

North Carolina House of Representatives
District 11

District 36

District 41

District 49

Tyler Brooks

Nelson Dollar

Gale Adcock

Cynthia Ball

Allison Dahle

Julie von Haefen

Liam Leaver

Jonathan Horst

Travis Groo

Robyn Haley
Pegram

Emmanuel Wilder

David Robertson
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County Candidates
Wake County Board of Commissioners
District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Sig Hutchinson

Matt Calabria

Jessica Holmes

Kim Coley

Greg Jones

Frann Sarpolus

Susan Evans

Tim Jowers

District 5

District 6

District 7

James West

David Blackwelder

Vickie Adamson

Greg Ford

Alex Moore

Wake County Board of Education
District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Donald Mial

Monika
Johnson-Hostler

Roxie Cash

Keith Sutton

Heather Scott

Shaun Pollenz

Jim Thompson

District 5

District 6

District 8

District 9

Jim Martin

Christine Kushner

John Crowe

Bill Fletcher

Lindsay Mahaffey

Logan Martin

Bob Melone
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North Carolina Senate
District 15 Candidates
Jay Chaudhuri (D)

Brian Lewis (L)

Email: jay.j.chaudhuri@gmail.com
Website: jayfornc.com
Facebook: @JayforNC
Twitter: @jay_chaudhuri

No information provided.

As one of the newest members of the State Senate, Senator Chaudhuri has focused on four areas:
fighting for educational excellence for every school
and every student, building a stronger and healthier
economy for our middle class, returning our state
government back to the people, and creating an
even more compassionate state.
Since taking office in April 2016, Senator Chaudhuri
has:
• Fought to make sure the General Assembly funded K-3 arts, music, and physical education teachers next year;
• Established a study committee to expand computer science education in our classrooms;
Alan David Michael (R)

• Recruited a global information technology that
will create 2,000 high-paying jobs in Wake County;

No information provided.

• Helped fund an Outdoor Recreation Recruitment
Director in the Department of Commerce to promote our state’s outdoor recreation and assist in
the recruitment of such businesses; and
• Helped fund $1.2 million to the Duke Brain Center
that will create an Alzheimer’s Disease registry.
• He has sponsored three bills with Republican
Senators to return our state government back to
the people
Before serving in the Senate, Senator Chaudhuri
served as General Counsel & Senior Policy Advisor
to State Treasurer Cowell, where he led the effort
to establish the first ever Innovation Fund, a $230
million fund dedicated to support and invest in businesses with significant operations in North Carolina.
The fund has helped support 6,200 jobs in North
Carolina. Prior to working for Treasurer Cowell, Senator Chaudhuri served as Special Counsel to then
Attorney General Roy Cooper.
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North Carolina Senate
District 16 Candidates
Brian Irving (L)

Wiley Nickel (D)

Email: brian@libertypoint.org
Website: LibertyPoint.org
Facebook: @IrvingforNCSenate16
Twitter: @LibertyPoint

Email: Logan@WileyNickelforNC.com
Website: WileyNickelforNC.com
Facebook: @WileyNickelforNC
Twitter: @WileyNickel

It’s time to change how government works in North
Carolina. It should be about people, not politics. I
believe in the people of North Carolina, their spirit,
their ingenuity, and their compassion. Here, people
can succeed through voluntary social cooperation,
working together with dignity, respect, and understanding to meet our most critical challenges.

Wiley Nickel is a husband and father of two children. He is running for the North Carolina state Senate because it’s time to focus on strengthening our
schools, creating high paying jobs, expanding access to affordable health care and protecting our
state’s natural resources. In the General Assembly,
Wiley will fight to end the gerrymandering stain
that has plagued our state for far too long and finally expand Medicaid to ensure affordable health care
for North Carolina’s most vulnerable.

The old, establishment parties have not only forgotten this -- they reject this idea. They’re beholden not
to the people but to special interest groups and political cronies.

For too long, Republican leadership in the General Assembly have put political partisanship above
North Carolina families. Wiley is running for the NC
Senate because it’s time for our legislators to solve
real problems instead of passing an extreme partisan agenda. They’ve enacted discriminatory laws
like HB2 which cost our state thousands of jobs and
millions of dollars in revenue, cut funding for public education and undervalued our teachers. That’s
wrong and Wiley will bring a new set of priorities to
the General Assembly.

Let’s give people more freedom to choose how best
to educate their children, how to earn a living, and
where to get healthcare.
Parents should have a choice on how to educate
their children. They should have full access to their
tax dollars so they can find the best educational opportunity for them.
People should have a choice on how to make a living. Regulation and licensing laws should not exist
just to keep out competitors.

The new 16th Senate District will represent Cary,
Morrisville & NW Raleigh. Wiley Nickel is proud to
be running for the Senate with the support of Former President Barack Obama, Governor Roy Cooper and Former Governor Jim Hunt.

People should have a choice of where to get healthcare and be able to choose the option that works
best for them. Healthcare providers should be able
to offer more options.

Wiley lives and works in Cary where he is a local attorney, small business owner and a proud member
of the Cary Chamber of Commerce.

Government often stifles innovation through regulation, subverts compassion with bureaucracy, and
suppresses achievement through economic manipulation. This limits our potential to work together
voluntarily to achieve shared successes and to live
for our individual fulfillment. Government should
never be an obstacle to the people, an obstacle
to who we are, who we can be, and what we can
achieve.

I ask for your support on Tuesday, November 6th. –
Wiley Nickel

Paul Smith (R)
No information provided.
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North Carolina Senate
District 17 Candidates
Tamara Barringer (R)

Sam Searcy (D)

Email: barringercampaign@gmail.com
Website: tamarabarringer.com
Facebook: @TamaraBarringerNC
Twitter: @TamaraBarringer

Email: Info@SamSearcy.com
Website: SamSearcy.com
Facebook: @SearcyforNCSD17
Twitter: @ElectSamSearcy

I am a wife, mother, educator, attorney, and small
business owner. I recognize that our strength as a
state comes from the effort of dedicated citizens –
not the government.

I’m running because every North Carolinian should
be provided a high-quality public education, be able
to have quality, affordable health care and have access to an economy that allows both workers and
business owners to benefit.

Ive been honored to be backed by the National
Federation of Independent Business and the North
Carolina Chamber of Commerce - because they all
know that they can count on me to make decisions
that create jobs and allow businesses the opportunity to grow.

We must improve our public schools and that begins
by increasing our per-pupil spending and teacher
pay. Even when adjusted for inflation, our per-pupil
spending and teacher pay are well below pre- recession levels. My top priority is raising both of these
metrics to at least the national average so we can
once again have North Carolina’s public schools be
a shining example to the country.

From teaching courses in ethics, to protecting atrisk children, and fighting for better schools, my
wide range of experience has given me the skills
needed to make a real difference for working families in the North Carolina Senate.

We need to ensure that every North Carolinian has
access to quality affordable health care. That begins
by expanding Medicaid, which would provide health
coverage for up to 500,000 North Carolinians, including at least 14,000 veterans, and create up to
40,000 new jobs. In addition, expanding Medicaid
would help us address the devastating opioid crisis
by enabling people who need access to treatment
programs the ability to do so.

Bruce Basson (L)
No information provided.

I’ve built successful businesses and I know we need
to make sure our economy is working for everyone.
That means supporting businesses and workers.
It means looking beyond tax cuts when building a
business-friendly environment. Better schools and
healthier people are critical to a growing economy, which is why I believe so strongly in improving
our public schools and expanding Medicaid. I’ll use
my experience building businesses to be an ally for
business owners across North Carolina.
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North Carolina House of Representatives
District 11 Candidates
Tyler Brooks (R)

Allison Dahle (D)

Email: tylerbrooks4nchouse11@gmail.
com
Website: tylerbrooksnc.com
Facebook: @TylerBrooks4NCHouse11
Twitter: @tylerbrooksnc11

Email: info@AllisonforHouse.com
Website: allisonforhouse.com
Facebook: @AllisonforHouse
Twitter: @AllisonForHouse

I am an experienced lawyer, who has represented
state governments, elected officials, large and small
businesses, and numerous individuals around the
country. Prior to starting my own practice in Cary,
I served as Senior Trial Counsel with a nonprofit,
public interest law firm concentrating in the area of
constitutional law and civil rights. Before that, I was
an associate and then partner with a law firm in Raleigh, where I focused on representing railroads and
other transportation industry clients.

Serving District 11 would be a great honor, and I
pledge to do everything I can to serve you, your
family, and our community. I will listen to your concerns and work tirelessly to make District 11 and
North Carolina a place you are proud to call home.
The people of District 11 have been talking, and I
have been listening. You have told me, and I agree,
that we need to keep students safe and show educators the respect they deserve. We need to show
the world that all are welcome in North Carolina and
that our state is open for business. We need to protect our natural resources, from the mountains to the
coast, and right here in District 11, while working to
correct the problems that have resulted from poor
decisions of the past. We need to take measures to
secure our economy, which includes the expansion
of Medicaid. To make this happen, it is important
that we Democrats stand up to members of our own
party, as well as others, when there are actions and
behaviors that don’t align with our values.

If elected, I will prioritize improving education
through further increases in teacher pay, sparing
teachers the burden of unnecessary paperwork, and
implementing measures to protect students and
teachers from acts of violence. I will also rely on my
years of experience in the transportation industry to
advocate for improvements to our roads and other
forms of public infrastructure. And, I will support
policies to increase economic opportunities for all
through low taxes, a balanced state budget, prudent spending, and the elimination of unnecessary
regulations.

I want to represent you because I know that we can
make it better. If we work together, we can move
forward with a vision and a plan so that District
11—and the entire state of North Carolina—can be a
better and more welcoming place for everyone. This
fall, please vote for me, Allison Dahle, fighting for
the future, for all.

Additionally, I will work to begin the process of
modernizing our state’s criminal laws and reforming criminal procedure to better protect the innocent and punish the guilty. We are also in need of
stronger protections for victims’ rights, which are
too often ignored. Finally, I can be counted on to
respect and defend the rights protected by our federal and state constitutions, even when doing so is
unpopular.
Thus, I respectfully ask for your support of my candidacy and my platform of common-sense reform.
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North Carolina House of Representatives
District 11 Candidates
Travis Groo (L)

Email: groofornc@gmail.com

It’s time for North Carolinians to choose freedom,
which includes; school choice for maximum education opportunities, limiting regulations that hinder
local businesses, and choosing your own lifestyle.
Education should place the needs of the child first.
Parents should be able to decide on what school
option is best for their child if the public system isn’t
working well for them. Each person should have the
right to make their own decisions on medical care
by having the freedom to choose the quality of care
without bureaucratic intervention.
There is a solution to the outdated two party system.
There is another option. This is about people, not
politics; which includes liberty for all. I value your
right to live in whatever manner you choose, so long
as you do not forcibly interfere with the equal right
of others to live in whatever manner they choose.
We must respect each other by understanding that
we are not always going to agree on everything all
the time, and that is completely ok. Together we can
make a difference in Wake County.
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North Carolina House of Representatives
District 36 Candidates
Nelson Dollar (R)

Julie von Haefen (D)

Email: jneldol@aol.com
Website: NelsonDollar.net
Facebook: @NelsonDollarforNCHouse
Twitter: @NelsonDollar36

Facebook: @JulieforNC
Twitter: @JulieforNC

It’s an honor to serve you and to represent our community’s best interests by making jobs, health care
and education our State’s top priorities.

I’m running for the North Carolina House of Representatives because after 13 years and seven elections, District 36 needs a change. I’m an attorney,
a mother, and PTA leader. I’ve served as the Wake
County PTA President and on the Board Directors
for the North Carolina PTA. I’ve worked with elected
officials at the local level, in the General Assembly,
and in Congress. I know what it takes to get the job
done and I am ready to serve.
I will work with Governor Cooper and all members
of the Legislature, regardless of their political party,
to develop long-term solutions for our public education system, grow our economy, and make North
Carolina the best place to live work and raise a family. We all know that a well-trained and well-educated workforce is the key to economic success.
I’ll vote for programs that expand vocational training
and make college more affordable, so our businesses to have the labor force they need. I believe that
businesses that call North Carolina home should get
the first crack at state contracts and I’ll introduce
legislation that puts North Carolina business first.
I’ll vote to make healthcare more affordable and
fight for working families to get ahead. I believe in
a North Carolina where everyone that works hard
and plays by the rules has the same opportunity to
succeed and I invite you to join me.

We have lowered taxes, simplified business regulations, and passed legislation to get our economy
moving. Our investments in education, Pre-K for atrisk children and attention to quality instruction and
student achievement are making a difference in our
schools. We are seeing the results:
• Created over 600,000 new jobs the Triangle’s
unemployment at 3.5%, an 18 year low.
• $5 billion in total tax cuts for families and businesses.
• Rated the #1 Best State for Business by Forbes
Magazine.
• Largest teacher pay increase in the Nation. Average 19.2% pay increase for teachers, average
teacher salaries now over $53,600.
• Highest 4-year high school graduation rate in
Wake County history.
• Making college affordable by guaranteeing no tuition hikes for 4 years.
As Senior Chair of the House Appropriations Committee I have passed balanced budgets, lowered our
State’s debt, ensured our “AAA” bond rating, and
made investments to spur economic growth. Our
most important investment is increasing education
funding by $2.5 billion including the largest teacher
pay raise in the Nation. I will keep working to create
more high quality jobs for our community as we increase investments in education to ensure our students are ready to compete in the global economy.
With your support, I will continue to seek solutions
that bring people together and move North Carolina forward.

Robyn Pegram (L)
No information provided.

I will appreciate your vote.
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North Carolina House of Representatives
District 41 Candidates
Gale Adcock (D)

Emmanuel Wilder (R)

Email: galeadcock@gmail.com
Website: GaleAdcock.com
Facebook: @GaleAdcockNC
Twitter: @galeadcock

No information provided.

I believe in opportunity.
Every child deserves the opportunity to attend successful public schools, outstanding community colleges and world-class public universities. We must
build upon our legacy of educational progress to
ensure a sustainable economic future.
Every individual deserves the opportunity to be
healthy and must not have their health status dictated by their zip code.
Every business deserves the opportunity to compete on a level playing field, succeed financially,
stimulate the economy and strengthen the community. Business leaders must have input into the
education and training of their current and future
workforce.

Liam Leaver (L)

Every municipality deserves the opportunity to
meet the unique needs of their community without
the constraints of ‘one size fits all’ statutes and regulations.

No information provided.

Every citizen deserves the opportunity to be heard
and to have a state government that is open, accessible and understandable.
I believe in the greatness, resourcefulness and resiliency of our region, our state and our people. I ran
in 2014 and in 2016 pledging to spurn partisanship
and work collaboratively for public schools, public
health, municipal authority, economic strength and
a clean environment.
During my two terms I have been an effective legislator who has lived up to this ideal. I would be
honored to continue to represent District 41 and
carry on a legacy of strong nonpartisan leadership.
I would appreciate your vote and the privilege of
continuing to represent House District 41.
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North Carolina House of Representatives
District 49 Candidates
Cynthia Ball (D)

David Robertson (R)

Email: cynthia@cynthiafornc.com
Website: cynthiafornc.com
Facebook: @CynthiaforNC
Twitter: @CynthiaforNC

Email: davidrobertsonfornchouse49@
gmail.com
Website: davidrobertsonfornchouse.com
Facebook: @DavidRobertson49

I am running for re-election to House District 49 to
continue to build a NC that works for everyone. I
am a problem solver, guided by professional training and years of experience as a mediator. NC needs
more balance and transparency in our Legislature,
with leadership that focuses on solutions, not partisanship.

I am a registered Professional Engineer, Fellow
American Society of Civil Engineers, Fellow Institute of Transportation Engineers. I worked as an Engineer for the City of Greensboro, City of Raleigh
and N.C.D.O.T and as a consultant engineer for over
31 years on civil engineering projects in all facets of
Civil Engineering.

North Carolina can be a leader in education, job creation, and good government. Some top priorities:
• Public Education. Increase funding from Pre-K
– 12. Hire more school nurses, counselors, and
social workers. Create programs that make higher education more affordable. Build collaborations between business, schools, and college and
technical training programs to build an educated
workforce trained in new technologies.
• Thriving Economy. Create a tax structure that
supports economic expansion and work force
development, and fosters small business growth,
without over-burdening working families and
seniors.
• Health and Safety. Close the health care coverage gap. Combat the opioid crisis with programs
to treat and prevent addiction.
• Build a Better NC. Govern with transparency and
responsiveness. Maintain our independent and
impartial judiciary. Create affordable housing for
everyone. Protect natural resources.

My first priority will be improving, repairing, modernizing the infrastructure of N.C, Better roads,
bridges, dams storm water management. Public
Transit that works for our communities.
I am a past President of the (N.C.) Chapter Soil and
Water Conservation Society. My second priority is
Environmental, using my knowledge as an Engineer
to provide clean air, water, etc.
My third priority would be education. Schools must
be safe zones for students to learn and grow. Safer
schools and Quality education for everyone is essential. Continue the advancements in school funding and teacher pay which the current legislature
made.
Continue the success of the current legislature
which cut taxes for both individuals and businesses
which has lead to more jobs and economic growth.
Advocate for the disabled.

In the newly drawn District 49, I will represent parts
of Cary, Morrisville and Raleigh, and I look forward
to working with elected officials, community and
business leaders to respond to the growing needs
of these vibrant communities. I will continue to connect with my District through frequent Town Halls,
responsive constituent services, and collaborations
that address the communities’ needs. I would be
honored to continue on this journey with you.

Jonathan Horst (L)
No information provided.
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Wake County Board of Commissioners
District 1 Candidates
Sig Hutchinson

Greg Jones

Email: Sig@SigHutchinson.com
Website: sig4wake.com
Facebook: @Sig4Wake
Twitter: @Sig4Wake

Website: GregJonesforWake.com

Cary is no stranger to accolades and “best place
rankings.” In fact, most recently Cary was voted the
best place to live in North Carolina, according to
Money magazine’s most recent rankings of cities. In
fact, Cary has ranked nationally with numerous accolades since 2004.

I am Greg Jones, Candidate for Wake County Commissioner. Please consider my qualifications and
reasons for running as listed below:
Qualifications
• Lifelong Resident for 51 years
• Married for 30 years with two children
• Lifelong Farmer
• Industrial Contractor and Consultant for over 30
years serving fortune 100 companies
• Volunteer Fireman for over 10 years
• Volunteer Coach
• Advisory Board Member at SECU
• Board of Directors-Wendell Fire Dept 3 yrs
• Mission Minded Christian-Serving the Children of
Belarus

Based on our projected growth of citizens moving
to our area, we must continue to support economic
development, job creation, transportation choices
and best-in-class educational opportunities, without sacrificing quality of life.
During my tenure as a Wake County Board Commissioner, we have: added 50,000+ jobs over four
years from businesses expanding and new employers coming to the area; we’ve supported record expansion of flights to and from RDU, including new
nonstop flights to Seattle, Paris and Austin. I have
been a leader in transportation for the last 20 years
including my work on the “Go Triangle” Board of Directors and CAMPO. Education continues to be critical to growth and we have shown our commitment
to public education by having the highest teacher
supplement in NC and an average 44% increase in
teacher pay in the last three years.

Reasons for Running
• Serve and protect the Citizens of Wake County
• Be a loud voice for the Conservative Taxpayers
of Wake County
• Identify and reduce wasteful spending
• Assure value for the tax dollars spent
• Promote our business climate and continue to
grow our local communities
• Reduce and hopefully eliminate our county debt
• Ensure that all citizens benefit from county expenditures not just select areas of the county
• Bring back trade related classes to our public
education system
• Lower or Cap property taxes
• Address overbearing regulations
• Push for shovel ready projects all over the county
(not just the RTP)

I always have supported healthy communities. To
accomplish that, we need safe walkable communities with more housing options, including affordability; more transportation choices; access to a
quality education and good jobs, as well as parks,
greenways; clean and abundant water, plus wider
access to healthy food.
I will continue to advocate for these issues as long
as I have the opportunity to serve the citizens of
Wake County as their Commissioner.

I ask for your support and vote on November 6th,
2018
Sincerely,

Tim Jowers

Greg Jones

No information provided.

Candidate for Wake County Commissioner
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Wake County Board of Commissioners
District 2 Candidates

District 3 Candidates

Matt Calabria

Jessica Holmes

Email: matt@mattcalabria.com
Website: MattCalabria.com
Facebook: @MCalabria
Twitter: @Matt_Calabria

No information provided.

I am an attorney, a husband, and a brand new father who believes that Wake County needs forward-thinking leadership. Having served as a County Commissioner since 2014, I am an advocate for
making smart investments in our people and our infrastructure that will create lasting benefits for our
community.
Wake County should continue to increase its support for public education. The son of a high school
principal, I’ve worked to increase local teacher pay
to the highest in the state. I have also voted to expand pre-K programs, funded more school nurses
and counselors, and led the county’s effort to combat childhood hunger. I hope to continue building
on this progress by working collaboratively with our
School Board.
The Commission must also plan for the future when
it comes to housing affordability and our transportation infrastructure. That includes working with
municipalities to develop forward-thinking planning
ordinances that create more housing options that
people can afford. It also means carrying out our
transit plan, which is poised to triple bus service and
connect our towns with commuter rail.
Lastly, Wake County should create greater economic opportunity for all our residents. In my first term,
I worked to help recruit thousands of jobs, created programs that provide worker training and GED
prep classes to jail inmates, and expanded our incentives program to attract more small businesses.
My hope is to not only continue our mainstream
economic development efforts but also to help people across the socioeconomic spectrum to be more
upwardly mobile.
Frann Sarpolus
No information provided.
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Wake County Board of Commissioners
District 4 Candidates
Kim Coley

Susan Evans

Email: conservativecoley@gmail.com
Website: trustkimcoley.com

My answers and remarks have evolved since the beginning of my campaign. The more I experience the
people of Wake; my desire to do right by the people, and my love of the County is also evolving.

I recently served our community as a Wake County School Board member from 2011 to 2016 and
I’m confident that bringing that experience to the
Board of Commissioners will enable a more cooperative and informed collaboration between the
two Boards. Our public schools are suffering from
decreased funding at the state level and lingering
effects of the recession. I am committed to supporting the Wake County Public School System and
Wake Technical Community College with a robust
investment of county dollars enabling us to continue to provide the educational opportunities our students deserve.
Wake is facing a critical need for more affordable/
work force housing. Having spent a significant portion of my business and accounting career in the local home building industry, I am uniquely prepared
for working together with our municipal leaders and
our business and non-profit entities to implement
the recent recommendations of the Wake County
Affordable Housing Task force.

Prioritizing the needs of the county, as sixty-seven people arrive daily, is key to our success. Ironically, leadership consistently has discussions of
affordable housing, workforce housing, or keeping
housing affordable, while consistently raising property taxes. In a growing community it’s imperative
to keep ahead of issues, such as the opioid crisis,
that would plague our thriving community. Leadership must support and fund our local Behavioral Health and Law Enforcement, while utilizing our
Human Resource Services and private partnerships,
offering comprehensive solutions. Transportation
options must be kept available, by prioritizing need
of service above convenience.
The School Board and Commissioners need a check
and balance friendship, Collaborating together for
solutions that won’t tax our workforce or retiree out
of the county. Productive conversations and comprehensive budgets will deliver a message to the
people that they, the people, are the true value of
the county.

We must address our growing traffic congestion by
expanding efficient transit options. I support the
Wake Transit Plan approved by the Commissioners
in June, 2016 and am anxious to participate in its
full implementation; which includes expanding our
existing bus service throughout the County, adding
bus rapid transit solutions and using existing rail
lines to add commuter rail services.

The Commissioners talk about partnerships, but
with only one political party represented at the table, some may feel apprehensive to approach with
their ideas. By electing me, one who works well with
others and can disagree respectfully, provides additional access to the table.

Additionally, we will need to deliver the health, human services, public safety services, etc. that our
growing population will require. With a track record
of proven, dependable leadership, I look forward to
serving the Wake County community once again.

I never ran to win a seat. I ran to win the hearts.
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Wake County Board of Commissioners
District 5 Candidates

District 6 Candidates

James West

David Blackwelder

Website: davidblackwelder.org
Facebook: @BlackwelderWake
Twitter: @BlackwlederWake

No information provided.

Neither a politician nor political activist, David is a
North Carolina native who wants to see Wake County reach its full potential. David strongly believes it
is important for citizens to serve their community
when they can. Currently, he does so as a Police Officer and he hopes to be blessed with the opportunity to do so as county commissioner.
David was born in Durham, NC, went to Cary High
School and grew up playing football and ice hockey.
He attended Mount Olive College and Grand Canyon University, where he received degrees in Criminal Justice and Public Administration. He is currently seeking a degree in law at North Carolina Central
University.
As a former School Resource Officer, David’s priorities include mentoring youth, providing security
for public schools, school threat assessments, and
community policing. As a concerned parent and citizen of Wake County, he believes the county should
focus on fiscal responsibility, job growth, economic
development, government accountability, and community engagement.
If elected, David will fight to secure our schools,
work with current School Board members to enact
policy changes, bring back fiscal responsibility, advocate for more community programs, and promote
community gardens.
Greg Ford
No information provided.
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Wake County Board of Commissioners
District 7 Candidates
Vickie Adamson

Alex Moore

Email: vickieforwakecounty@gmail.com
Website: vickieforwakecounty.com
Facebook: @VickieforWakeCounty

No information provided.

My name is Vickie Adamson, I am running for Wake
County Commissioner.
My volunteer work throughout our community, especially in our public schools, led to my decision to
seek political office. I want to use my work and life
experiences to stand up for those in our community
who are unable to have their voices heard.
As a commissioner, I will:
• Invest in Wake’s teachers, students, and classrooms
• Support and expand transportation options
countywide
• Increase Wake’s affordable and workplace housing
• Prioritize services and programs that support
families
• Work to put Wake County’s children and families
first
Nearly one in four of our students come to school
with complex social and emotional needs. Our
schools need more counselors, social workers, psychologists and nurses to provide services to our students so that they can be academically successful.
Teachers need help from these professionals so that
they can stay focused on instruction.
Wake is a great place to live, work, play and learn;
however, we also have issues that need addressed
such as the lack of affordable and workforce housing. In addition, we need to expand human services
for senior citizens and make them more accessible.
Finally, we need to expand jobs that pay at least a
livable wage to keep our families healthy and out of
poverty. There are still too many disenfranchised
and marginalized citizens in our community and I
pledge I will not forget them as I work to serve all
citizens. I hope you will give me you vote.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 1 Candidates
Donald Mial

Heather Scott

Email: don@donmial.com
Website: donmial.com

Email: HeatherForWake@gmail.com
Website: HeatherForWake.org
Facebook: @heatherforwakeschools
Twitter: @heatherforwake

School board requires community advocacy and an
understanding of the school system with a strong
focus on the development of the child, and continuing pedagogical support for teachers, administrators and staff. Our educators, teaching assistants,
specialists, support staff and administrators are
professionals who deserve a knowledgeable support system at the district level. Students must have
equitable access to high quality education in a safe
learning environment at all WCPSS schools that
supports and involves families. My experience as an
arts educator in rural areas, wealthy suburbs and
urban neighborhoods at public, private, and charter schools has given me an understanding of the
needs of District 1, especially when considering the
pros and cons of policy such as teacher/principal
pay, student assignment, and future building plans.
As a parent of young children attending WCPSS, I
empathize with other parents’ struggles and am reminded to relentlessly focus on the needs of all of
our children. District 1 has very popular schools that
are crowded, but also has schools that deserve our
direct attention now. I am a public school advocate,
a product of public education, and I would like to
serve my community on the Wake County Board of
Education.

My name is Donald Mial and I am a candidate for Wake County School Board and over the
past thirty years, I have served the people of North
Carolina as a soldier and State employee. I have had
a number of jobs in state government, but only one
career-public service.
With that core value at heart, I am running
for the Wake County School Board, so that I can
continue advocating on behalf of the public interest,
continue fighting for change, and continue making
Wake County and North Carolina a better place to
live, because I have seen what happen when government fail its people.
As your school board member, I will work
to strengthen our schools by recruiting and retaining the best teachers possible, expanding access to
quality pre-kindergarten programs, and addressing
the achievement gap.
I want you to know how passionate, I am
about the issues that matter to Wake county and
that I will get up every morning and work as hard as
I did to win this election and take that passion to the
Wake County School Board.
Therefore, I will be honored to partner with
you on the issues that we care about. I want to continue working for you, so help me to help you and
together we can move Wake County Forward. Remember Vote Don Mial for Wake County School
Board District -1.
Jim Thompson
No information provided.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 2 Candidates
Monika Johnson-Hostler

Email: monikaforschools@gmail.com
Website: monikaforschoools.com
Facebook: @MonikaforSchools
Twitter: @Monika4Schools

I am running for school board because I am a strong
public education advocate who benefitted from a
public education; I want the same for my child and
all the children in our school system.
I am running for School Board to ensure parents
have a voice, teachers receive more support, and
all students have access to a quality education. I
believe every child; regardless of where they live,
deserves an equal opportunity to an equitable and
inclusive education. I have advocated for the safety
and well-being of children my entire career and I will
continue to be the voice for students, parents and
teachers in Wake County.
My campaign platform can be summarized with the
three following points:
• Access to an equitable education
• Amplify the voices of teachers
• Advocate with and for families
Public school is an integral part of the US infrastructure and I believe it is important to advocate for public education, while also holding the institution accountable for the success of all students. To achieve
an accountable and responsive school system for all
students we must be inclusive of community, families, students, administrators, educators and staff.
Wake County School is a community school and the
investment from our entire community is an essential component to success.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 3 Candidates
Roxie Cash

Shaun Pollenz

Email: RoxieForSchools@gmail.com
Website: RoxieCashForSchools.com
Facebook: @Roxie4Wake
Twitter: @Roxie4Wake

Email: spollenz@gmail.com
Website: shaunforschoolboard.com
Facebook: @ShaunfortheKids

Growth - Growth will continue in our school system.
Projecting and planning for growth will be a challenge. Funding and fiscal planning are very important to our taxpayers. Open and ongoing conversations with our public remain critical.
Transparency - I am always willing to meet and talk
about most anything. I want to know the concerns
and successes of my constituency. I want our school
system to be transparent.
School Support - I think we need good leadership
in the schools first. I want every school to have the
tools to meet the needs of the students that they
are serving. I believe, passionately, that it starts with
the principals and the support they have to run their
individual schools. Then, we need to listen to that
team about what works and what doesn’t. We need
less mandates, legislatively, especially unfunded
mandates. Attracting and keeping great principals
can be a challenge, however, it’s possible.
Community Involvement - Funding for public
schools will always be lacking, but community support will not. We need to partner more in order to
serve more. I am sure that everyone understands
the part a great school system plays in a great community. It is our responsibility as public servants and
business leaders to work together to maintain that
collaboration

My name is Shaun Pollenz and I am a 35-year-old
first-time candidate for public office. My mother is
an 8th grade English teacher here in District 3, and
I am a K-12 product of WCPSS. If elected, I’d be the
only attorney on a school board facing numerous
years-long legal issues. My campaign is focused on
ending the student achievement gap, building 21st
century schools, and being a strong voice for teachers.
I am running because my opponent voted to end
year-round academic support and intervention services for K-8 students in Wake County when she
was Chair of the school board back in 1998. Currently, student in Wake County who fall behind do not
receive targeted academic intervention during their
summer vacation, with limited and insufficient exceptions. This system is unacceptable and we need
a school board that will stand up for our students,
teachers, and schools and fight these absurd policies. If we fail to help one student when they need
help, then we’ve failed to do our jobs.
As an attorney, I also intend to enforce the 10-yearold, $730 million judgment against the State entitling WCPSS to $70 million, plus interest, and use
that money to hire additional counselors, nurses,
and support staff to help meet the needs of our
most vulnerable students. Also, I intend to end the
8-year-old federal investigation into WCPSS’s student discipline policies by updating those policies
to eliminate the potential for implicit bias to create disparate outcomes for children from different
backgrounds.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 4 Candidates
Keith Sutton

Facebook: @KaithSuttonforWakeCountySchoolBoard
Twitter: @kasutton1

If re-elected to the Wake County Board of Education, my top three priorities would be to:
• Increase support for the Elementary Support
Model and expansion of the model to include
middle and high schools;
• Increase support for alternative programs that
includes maintaining a sufficient number of
alternative seats that is proportionate to district
enrollment;
• Increase programs that promote academic and
economic growth in Southeast Raleigh.
The district should respond to student population
growth by continuing to expand capacity through
new school construction and renovation of existing
facilities. That is funded by a capital bond program
that is financed through Wake County and supported by Wake County voters. This would be the most
prudent way for school capacity to keep pace with
the rate of growth experienced by this region.
As part of a multi-pronged strategy to close student
achievement gaps in Wake County, we need to invest more in early childhood education. Too many
children start their educational careers behind, and
we can address that by increasing the availability of
pre-K spaces throughout our community and in the
Wake County Public Schools.
My top three public policy priorities are as follows:
1.	

To develop stronger and more effective policies that support struggling and low-performing schools.
2.	 To promote policies that focus on providing
better access to high-quality early childhood
education.
3.	 To develop and strengthen policies and strategies that provide the appropriate education
funding needed to both growing communities
and economically distressed communities.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 5 Candidates
Logan Martin

Jim Martin

As an active educator serving on the Wake County
Board of Education, my top priorities include:

No information provided.

Appropriate, Sustainable Funding that Improves
Teacher Working Conditions. Through better communication and articulation of budgetary needs, I
will continue to work with county and state officials
to develop appropriate, stable funding for our public schools. WCPSS operating budgets still have not
recovered from the recession; this is unacceptable.
I am committed to providing the education system our county expects and deserves including increased classroom instructional supplies and more
professionals (i.e. teaching assistants, teachers, social workers) in our schools. I want a teaching profession my best NCSU students will aspire to join.
Equitable Resources. Every student in Wake County should have access to a world class education.
The county’s exponential growth in the west, contrasted with substantially less opportunity in the
east, is a challenge to this priority. Because strong
schools play a crucial role in job recruitment and
the strength of a community, I believe equitable and
strategic investments in school personnel, programing and physical infrastructure made in key county
locations can catalyze economic development in
underserved areas. Such development will also relieve pressure in high growth areas as people move
to new areas of opportunity.
21st Century Education. To prepare students for the
future, we must enhance the teaching of creativity and critical thinking through hands-on discovery,
while reducing high-stakes testing. It is also critical
to provide social/emotional support and safe learning environments as we challenge each student to
reach their potential.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 6 Candidates
Christine Kushner

Email: christineforwake@gmail.com
Facebook: @christineforwake

As a public education advocate and policy analyst, I
have worked since 2011 to bring practical, fair solutions to our school board. I have served two terms
as Board Chair, two terms as Vice Chair.
My top two priorities are:
1.	 Advocating for adequate resources to support
the excellent public schools that our students
deserve.
2.	 Making Wake County Public Schools the first,
best choice for Wake families; #ChoiceWithPurpose to support integrated, inclusive public
schools, including strong magnet schools.
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Wake County Board of Education
District 8 Candidates
Lindsay Mahaffey

Bob Melone

Email: electlindsay@gmail.com
Website: electlindsay.com
Facebook: @Lindsay4Wake
Twitter: @Lindsay4Wake

Email: Contact@BobMelone.com
Website: BobMelone.com
Facebook: @MeloneforWakeCoSchool

Lindsay Mahaffey firmly believes that whole-child
education is essential to helping children achieve
their full potential. As an educator, she knows that
social, emotional, and academic learning are equally
important. As a policy maker, “How does this help
our students?” is at the core of every policy, decision
and vote she makes. Good citizenship and empathy
are soft skills and connections between classroom
learning and “real life” education. This knowledge
promotes a compassion for those who have different backgrounds and those who face challenges
different than our own.
Teachers are professionals who continue to work
hard to become experts in their field. WCPSS has
the highest concentration of teachers with their
National Board Certification in the country! Teaching and learning is the core of WCPSS’ mission to
provide a relevant and engaging education and
graduate students who are collaborative, creative,
effective communicators and critical thinkers. Our
teachers are at the facilitators of that goal, and we
must continue to listen to the people who know our
students best.
Wake County residents live in an innovative, family-friendly, and caring community. Our school system is important not only to families, but to employers and community leaders. Continual improvement
in communication and transparency are key to
maintaining these partnerships.

As an educator for more than 30 years, I am excited to share my many years of experience working
with children, teachers, staff, and school administrators with the Wake County School Board. I have
endured the challenges of completing degrees in
science, education, guidance and counseling and a
doctorate in education with a focus on curriculum
and staff development. These degrees have prepared me to walk in the shoes of a teacher at the
middle school, high school and community college
level, as well as a high school guidance counselor.
I have been successfully challenged at the district
level as the Director of Pupil Personnel, Director of
Curriculum K-12, and the superintendent of schools.
As a member of the Wake County School Board I
will work diligently to improve the health and safety of our schools and improve professional develop of our teachers and staff. With my many years
in public education, I hope to offer an experienced
perspective and leadership on the issues that come
before the school board, working to keep students,
parents, and teachers in the forefront of our policy
decisions. It would be an honor to spend my retirement years giving back to my community and continuing in the field I have dedicated my life to, public
education.

Lindsay is an experienced classroom teacher, currently serving on the board, with two young children in WCPSS. The knowledge gained from these
experiences have shown that Lindsay incorporates
good communication, thoughtful review of policy,
and transparency in decision making. Please vote to
re-elect Lindsay.
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John Crowe
No information provided.

Wake County Board of Education
District 9 Candidates
Bill Fletcher

Email: BillFletcher4SchoolBoard@Gmail.
com
Website: BillFletcher4SchoolBoard.com

Quality public education is the cornerstone of the
American way of life. It enables our citizens to
“reach for the stars” within the free enterprise system and to participate in our representative form of
government.
I value public education and believe we need to improve it, not abandon it.
Our singular focus must be to prepare students for
success at the next level. To assure high student
achievement, we must add rigor, engage the community in setting high goals and hold our schools
accountable.
In 2018, 25% of Wake third graders could not read at
grade level. Reading well is fundamental to success
in school and life. We need to give teachers time
and resources to help every child learn to read well.
Parents want a high quality school in close proximity to their homes. I do, too.
We live in a mobile society and we need a simple,
transparent student assignment plan to 1) provide
stability of assignment for the student, 2) have a
great school in reasonable proximity to the family,
and 3) support effective utilization of our instructional resources.
As in my previous public service, I will work to develop positive relationships with members of the
county commission to improve our public schools.
Effective relationships are built through understanding and being respectful of others’ points of view.
I have experience improving outcomes for all children. I want to provide that leadership again and I
ask for you vote November 6.
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Constitutional Amendments
On this year’s ballot there are six proposed changes to the North Carolina Constitution.
The amendments will be listed on the ballot as follows:
1.	 An act to amend the North Carolina Constitution to protect the right to hunt, fish,
and harvest wildlife.
2.	 An act to amend the North Carolina Constitution to provide better protections and
safeguards to victims of crimes.
3.	 An act to amend the North Carolina Constitution to provide that the maximum tax
rate on incomes cannot exceed seven percent.
4.	 An act to amend the North Carolina Constitution to require photo identification to
vote in person.
5.	 An act to amend the North Carolina Constitution to provide for nonpartisan judicial
merit commissions for the nomination and recommendation of nominees when filling vacancies in the Office of Justice or Judge of the General Court of Justice and to
make other conforming changes to the constitution.
6.	 An act to amend the North Carolina Constitution to establish a bipartisan Board of
Ethics and Election Enforcement.
To find more information about the amendments, please visit the Board of Elections and
Ethics Enforcement’s website: https://www.ncsbe.gov/elections/2018-election-information

Bond Referendums
There will be three bonds listed on your ballot this year. You will vote on them separately. If all three bonds are approved by voters, the county’s property tax rate will rise 3.8
cents. That would be an increase of $114 on the property tax bill of a $300,000 home in
Wake County. The current property tax rate is 65.44 cents per $100 valuation after Wake
County leaders voted to raise the rate by nearly 4 cents to pay for public education and
affordable housing. If all three bonds are approved, the new tax rate would go into effect
on July 1, 2019. The Cary Chamber of Commerce’s Board of Directors passed a resolution
supporting these bonds.
6 Year, $120 Million Bond Will Fund Open Space, Greenway and Parks
• $46.2 million toward open space preservation and greenway development
• $34.7 million will fund construction of new parks and nature preserves
• $39.1 million will be spent on renovations and enhancements at existing parks and preserves
• For more information on specific projects, visit www.wakegov.com/parksbond2018
$548 Million Bond for Wake County Public School System Construction
• $140 million for new schools
• $283 for school renovations
• $89 million toward technology, infrastructure and property management
• $36 million for contingency and management
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Bond Referendums (cont.)
$349.1 million for Wake Technical Community College Construction
• $309 million for major projects
»» RTP Campus funding, including:
* Simulation for Public Safety Education Campus
* Auto & Collision repair building
* Health Science Lab
* Buildings & Parking Decks
»» Parking Deck on North Wake Campus
»» Joint Facility & parking deck for Southern Wake Campus
• $24 million for repairs and renovations (heating & air, electrical work)
• $16 million for infrastructure updates (accessibility, mass notification system)

Contact
For more information please contact Perry Wester.
Perry Wester
Director of Education & Government Relations
Cary Chamber of Commerce
pwester@carychamber.com
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